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BOOST STATS
of the children served 
through the BOOST 
Program have been 
drug impacted upon 
birth. The withdrawals 
and various exposures to drugs newborns 
experience have been proven to cause 
issues in early childhood development. 

90%

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

From partnering with the YMCA, Tacoma 
Children’s Museum, Point Defiance 
Zoo & Aquarium, to local parks, A Step 
Ahead offered 20 field trips this year. 
These events provide yet another way for 
children to learn and grow as well as the 
parent/caregiver(s) to connect with 
others. 

Small Playgroups were expanded 
which assists children in learning to play 
and interact well with others in a smaller 
setting.

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS

of the children we served 
achieved or made 
significant progress in 
their developmental 
outcomes. 

83%

In addition to our core services, A Step Ahead is the 
only agency in the region to offer Infant Mental 
Health (IMH) care to infants and toddlers (birth to 
3 years) living in foster care through our BOOST 
Program. BOOST does not require children to have a 
developmental delay; however, BOOST is there to help 
support both the child and foster parent(s) in the difficult 
transition from a traumatic experience into safety. 
Specifically, BOOST targets healthy emotional 
development and the relationship between infant and 
caregiver(s) through Infant Mental Health (IMH) services. 
The goal is to create a sense of safety and security 
for the whole family.  BOOST supports the child and 
the family’s social emotional growth along with 
supporting the entire family with regular screenings and 
connecting the family with various community resources.  

This program is entirely dependent on donations 
and grants. Without our generous donors, BOOST would 
not be able to operate and provide ongoing services to 
these families.  
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Public Support 5%

Personnel
76%

Fundraising 3%

Operations 10%

Administration 11%

Government 
Contracts
88%

Other Revenue 7%

The two graphs below show the sources and uses of A 
Step Ahead's funds as a percentage of total income 
and expenses. We are pleased that the combined total 
of administrative and fundraising expenses is only 
14% of our total costs

*The accounting firm of Mary Jane Dubbs, CPA, conducted an independent audit 
of the finances of A Step Ahead for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2019 and 
2018. Detailed financial reports are available by request.
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705 705 children have been 
served through A Step 
Ahead this year.
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2019 has been full of exciting growth opportunities as we 
look to the future of A Step Ahead! Our founder, Candy 
Watkins, announced her retirement in January 2019 and 
officially stepped down as Executive Director at the end of 
June. Candy continues to be a driving force in Early 
Intervention in the region. Thank you, Candy, for your 
inspiration and vision!

The baton has been passed and our vision is clearer than 
ever! With the Board of Directors, an awesome-dedicated 
staff of providers and administrative support, and a new 
director ready to move ASAPC into the future, we are ready 
to set sail on the next steps in this journey of supporting 
families of infants and toddlers with special needs by 
enhancing their development and relationships both at 
home and in their community.
 
Three main areas of our strategic plan were successfully 
launched: regional outreach, increased community 
involvement, and community relationship development.

We began building symbiotic relationships with local 
early intervention learning centers through workshops 
and site visits to provide a richer, more robust learning 
experience for the children we serve.

We have increased our social media presence and are 
promoting the importance of Early Intervention by 
engaging with our families by posting relatable, 
informative, cutting edge information about child 
development, national trends, and ASAPC field trips 
and play groups.

We expanded our weekly play groups to increase 
personal relationship building (child to child, parent to 
child, and parent to parent) as well as provide a safe, 
inclusive space to learn. We also added more 
community field trips to foster meaningful community 
relationships and provide new social and learning 
experiences for our families (YMCA, area parks, and 
the zoo)

Thank you to our community of donors, volunteers, 
employees, board members, and the awesome-courageous 
parents who continue to help us realize our vision of 
creating a truly inclusive community.

FROM THE DIRECTOR
Life Flipping Upside-Down

Like thousands of grandparents around our state, Debra and Bill are raising 
their grandchild that their son and daughter-in-law could not. 
An opioid addiction left the parents unable to care for their four children 
and their care fell to the grandparents. 

Debra and Bill have been happily married for 25 years. Debra was 
previously married and had three children and has 8 grandchildren. 
Life was great!  Then, in December 2016, their life flipped upside-down. 
Despite seeing their son, daughter-in-law and grandchildren often, they 
were completely unaware they were expecting a fourth child until DSHS 
called alerting them to his birth-Hunter had been born with opioids in 
his tiny little body.  

Immediately they rushed to the hospital to see and comfort Hunter; however while 
their authorizations were being processed they were not allowed access.  Debra and Bill lay sick 

with worry about baby Hunter’s health and care. Finally, after a grueling 13 days, they were able to meet their 
grandson. To their surprise, Hunter was not alone; an elderly gentleman volunteered at the hospital to comfort 
and rock drug impacted newborns! At that moment, Debra and Bill opened their home to bring all four children in 
under their care. 

Identifying Hunter’s Challenges

This was a sobering moment for Debra and Bill, as Hunter experienced two different sets of opioid withdrawals 
while in the hospital. Thrust into a complex system of social workers and rules, Debra and Bill maneuvered each 
movement with strength from each other. For the months to follow, it was difficult getting used to being up two 
to four times a night and getting back into the role of parent with a young child. It wasn’t until Hunter was 
eighteen months old that Debra and Bill noticed he wasn’t forming his words correctly. Hunter was a sensory 
seeker, he banged things all the time to feel vibrations, licked everything and had to be watched constantly. With 
his motor skills off the charts, but his speech delayed, they asked Hunter’s pediatrician for a referral to speech 
and hearing – that’s how they heard about A Step Ahead. “It was just easier with Sheryl, Amber, and Marti 
coming to the house and offering so many strategies to help cope with various struggles”. In addition to the 
home visits, Debra and Bill embraced all the playgroups and 
community events A Step Ahead offered. 

Where He is Now

In March of 2019, Hunter has been officially adopted by 
Debra and Bill and Hunter’s older siblings happily live on their 
maternal Grandfather’s farm in Eastern Washington. Today, 
Hunter is overactive and is showing signs of ADHD. Being a 
sensory seeker, Hunter needs deep pressured therapy which 
triggers a chain reaction in the body that releases an overall 
sense of calm and peace. However, through various services 
with A Step Ahead, Hunter has improved so much. “The best 
thing about having Hunter, is seeing everything through his 
eyes!

What We’ve Learned

“It is scary that with one phone call, our lives changed so 
much. Our life plans are on hold, we are uncertain about so 
many things, but mostly Hunter’s future”. Debra and Bill believe that a good upbringing 
and environment will counteract his start in life. “Raising our grandchild and experiencing each milestone far 
outweighs everything else and so grateful for everything A Step Ahead has done for our family!”

“ “

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Amy Schreiber, 
RN, President
CHI Franciscan Health – 
Quality Program Mgr

Scott Leingang, 
Vice President
Heritage Bank – VP, 
Mortgage Team Leader

Aaron Bakewell
Second Chance Homes

Volunteer Your Time

Support Us

Support us through Fred Meyer Rewards, Target, 
iGive, Facebook Fundraisers and make us your 
preferred charity on Amazon Smile. 
Hold a jeans day, team jersey, or ugly sweater day at 
your work; Staff donates to participate and learn 
more about our services, all proceeds benefit ASAPC! 
It’s a win-win! 
Participate in our holiday giving program.
Have your business purchase table sponsorship at 
our Annual Auction Gala.
Stay up-to-date with our e-newsletter and follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn.

Give

Participate in workplace giving! We also partner with 
United Way of King and Pierce County, and King 
County Employee Giving Program (code #9437) for 
easy payroll donation deductions.
Give Financial Support, Planned Giving, and Gifts of 
Stock.

Employer Matching

Does your employer have a Matching Gifts Program? 
Most employers match donations dollar for dollar, but 
some companies triple or quadruple the amount, 
which equals more families we can serve. 

Share

Arrange for a presentation speaker for your business, 
staff meeting, or service club.
For more information on becoming an ASAPC 
Ambassador visit our website or contact Michelle 
Smith at michelles@asapc.org.

Andrea Pearson, 
SLP, Secretary
CHI Franciscan – Clinical 
Liaison

Nancy Scott, Treasurer
Community Volunteer

Stacy Merrifield, DO
Sound Family Medicine - 
Physician 

BE OUR AMBASSADORS

With sincere appreciation,
 

David Pozolinski, Executive Director

HUNTER’S STORY

Presented by: 
Northwest 
Motorsport

A Step Ahead 
Annual Auction

4.18.2020
Hotel Murano

SAVE THE DATE



$25,000 and over
City of Tacoma
Gary E. Milgard Family 
Foundation
Pierce County Human 
Services
United Way of Pierce 
County

$10,000-$15,000
The Bamford Foundation

$2,500-$5,000
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron "Curly" 
Bakewell
Jordyn Fleming

Northwest Motorsport
The CHI Franciscan 
Foundation
The Dimmer Family 
Foundation
The Marco J. Heidner 
Foundation
The Max and Jack 
Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Barbara and Jeff Martin
Bobbie Conti
Donald Sinden
Dr. & Mrs. Darin Blackburn
Drs. Mark and Nancy 
Grubb
Heritage Bank 
John Statler
Kiwanis Club of Puyallup 
Leilena Reyes and Ian 
Davis
Melsness 
Foundation/Edison 47
Reliable Credit Association 
Inc. 
Robert Starchet
Scott and Rebecca 
Stoltenberg
Dr. Stacy & Noble 
Merrifield
The Gottfried and Mary 
Fuchs Foundation
Titus Will Ford

$500-$999
1st Security Bank

Candi Handyside
Candy Watkins
Columbia Bank
Credit Concepts
Dr. Dale and Nancy Scott
David Pozolinski an Jim 
Boland
DaVita 
Genuine Auto Glass
Goodfellow Bros., Inc.
Kallas Junior High School
Kelly and Peter Newcomb
Kohl's Department Store
Korum for Kids Foundation
Mark and Dawn Hamman
Scott and Michelle 
Leingang
Sound Family Medicine
Dr. Susan McDonald & 
Mark LaVergne
Taylor-Thomason 
Insurance Brokers

$200-$499
Airport Tavern
Amy and Jay Mesec
Anne Hand
Benjamin Bunfill
Brandon and Jennie 
Kanning
Botox Botixue
Ceccanti
Craig & Ginger Hill
Drs. Lillian Koblenz & 
Majeed Al-Mateen
Harlan Street
Jamie & Sue Colbourne
Janet Olejar
Jennifer and John Cox
Jennifer Turner
Mr. and Mrs. John 
Ladenburg
Jon Williams
Kay and Heather Westfall 
Kawamoto
Lisa Skinner & Scott 
Davarn
Laura Rodriguez
Matt Dubas
Michelle and Craig Smith
Nathan & Amy Schreiber
Nichole Price
Rebecca Hill
Richard Kemp

THANK YOU DONORS

Thank you to the Parents, Friends, Board Members, 
Community Partners, Businesses, and Staff that 
financially gave to A Step Ahead in Pierce County 
during the 2018-2019 Fiscal year (July 1- June 30th). 

Without the generosity of our donors, many of the 
life changing therapeutic services might not be 
available to every child. 

If you would like to help children with disabilities, 
please consider donating today at asapc.org

Sarah Manley
Sound Credit Union
Timothy Johnson 
Commercial Properties

$100-$199
Adilene Marin
Alayna Marley
Alex Lavorato 
Alyssa Roleke 
Amazon Smile
Angela McCulloch and 
Keevin Simon
Anonymous
Barbara and Jay Erickson
Cassie Phillips
Cathy Early
Cecilia Satterthwaite
Christa and Brendan 
Jeffreys
Colleen Oaks
Crystal and Aric Dalton
Don and Dianne Baldwin
Donna and Donald Perry
Dr. Charles Croasdill, DMD
Ingrid Lapins
Jaime Biagi
James and Raina Borsum
Jan Patricia Lewis
Janet Lynn Filer and Marv 
Perrin
Jason Callahan
Jeffrey Kenison
Jessica Bonagofsky 
Bevenlacqua
Joe Maciejewski
Joerge and Andrew Gunia
Jonah Magnusson
Joshua Suveges
Judy Challoner
Julie Komarow
Kia Smith
Kroger
Lindsey and Jacob Hartman
Lori and Mark Carter
Mark and Dawn Hamman
Maurene Kosko
Melissa Russell
Mike Ruffin
Min Kim
Phyllis Lewis
Rebecca Hill
Sandy Koch
Scott Jacobs
Scott Seely
Sheree Haeder
Siham Bankson
Sue Jordan-Keliholokai
Susie Brown

$1-$99
Adam and Laura 
Krumwiede
Alicia Pitt
Allison and RJ O'Farrell
Althea Palermo
Amanda Nisbett
Amie and Mark Rhyner
Andrea Pearson
Anna Hamlin
April Hoffmann

Arlene Mitterholzer
Aurea Nicolet Dones
Ben Stamper
Bethanne Stevens 
Brian Matt
Brigitta Walker
Carly Reyes
Carol Cook-Williams
Chace Miller
Christopher Eudaily
Cindi Grewe
Corey Barnard
Darren Dean
Donna Santiago
Dormid Mi
Emma Watkins
Eric and Rachel Anderson
Erik Ladenburg
Evonne and Sam Ryken
Gerry Nuss
Gus Stieber
Hal Souers
Hal Una
Jack and Janet O'Connell
Jeff Sayles
Jeffery Gutschmidt
Jennifer and Philip Palermo 
Jennifer and Adam 
Gonzalez
Jeremy Oswald
Jessica Martin
Julianne Berns
Julie Ellis
Karen Linsey
Kathy Stewart
Keith and Susan Livingston
Keith Wilson
Kim Elliott
Kim Johnson and Mark 
Caudill
Kyle Thorne
Lindsey Envolsen
Lisa Garcia Torres
Lisa Russom Darre-Baker
Maggie Archbold
Marci Williams
Mary Fischer
Mary Grant
Matthew Christein 
Min Kim
Nellie Ward
Nicole Berge and Christian 
Roy
Pamela Kassuhn
Peter Sams
Phillip Adams
Rachel Aest
Rachel Buckles
Sabrina Clemmensen
Sheryl Jakobsen
Sheryl Lutz
Sovana Nati
Spencer Roleke
Steve Edwards
Susan and Steven Boyer
Susan Calhoun
Tabby VanGelder
Tahlia and Travis Riley
Teresa Wright
Tim Blood
Victoria McCulloch

Multicare Foundation


